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By ANDREW SCOTT  for the Pocono Record 
Posted Aug. 22, 2014 @ 12:01 am  
What does it feel like to fight for your country in a war overseas, only to return home and have to fight 
another war for survival while homeless? 

On a single night in January 2013, there were 57,849 homeless U.S. military veterans in the country, 

according to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development's 2013 annual Homelessness 

Assessment Report to Congress. Homeless veterans accounted for just over 12 percent of all homeless 

adults. 

Pennsylvania showed the fourth largest percentage increase (46.2 percent) in homeless veteran population 

between 2009 and 2013, with Arkansas showing the largest percentage increase (218.6 percent) for that 

period, the report states. 

Organizations in the Poconos are working to help reduce the number of homeless, especially unsheltered 

homeless, veterans here. 

One such organization is the Veterans Assisted Living Out Reach Clinic Foundation, or VALOR for 

short, co-founded in 2008 by U.S. Army Special Forces veteran Mark Baylis of Brodheadsville. 

Baylis, 53, a New Jersey native and father of a college student and first-grader, served 26 years in the 

Army, suffered back, shoulder and hand injuries in Baghdad in 2007 and received an honorable medical 

discharge. 

"They somehow lost my pension, and I couldn't work due to my injuries, so I had no income," said Baylis, 

who moved to the Poconos to be closer to his son from his first marriage after being discharged. "I spent 

several months straightening that mess out. 

"I asked myself, if this was happening to me at my age, then what are we doing to our other veterans in 

similar situations, especially our younger vets." 

While dealing with his pension issue, Baylis began volunteering at the Effort United Methodist Church 

food pantry, where he met local homeless people and found veterans among many of the men over age 30. 

He began talking to those veterans, who had no access to medical, dental or mental health care or other 

services, and seeing what he could do to get them help. 
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About “Paul’s House” and Valor Clinic 
An article in the Pocono Record on August 22nd 2104 

Veteran’s outreach to homeless comrades takes shape in 
Polk Township. 

 

What does it feel like to fight for your country in a war overseas, 
only to return home and have to fight another war for survival 
while homeless? 

Mark Baylis of VALOR leads a tour of their new facility at the 
Hotel Jonas.  Transitional housing, benefit assistance and 
counseling will be made available to homeless veterans at the 
facility  
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 Above: XXX  XXX, Don Clifton, PM, Robert M Finkelstien, SRMC, Amy Midlam 
Bamford from Valor Clinics, Brian W Massie, WM,  

Paul Gonsalves and Andrew BeauChamp  
 

Right: Hotel Jonas, which 
is now Paul’s House 

 
 

Baylis reconnected with fellow Army Special Forces veteran Tony Cross, who works with 

veterans and emergency first responders suffering post-traumatic stress disorder. The two 

founded VALOR and formed a board including Sharon Henderson, who has worked with Special 

Forces personnel of all military branches as a U.S. Special Operations Command medical 

services officer. 

VALOR members go out into the community and distribute basic survival and hygiene items to 

veterans living on the streets, in the woods, out of their vehicles and in abandoned buildings. 

Members refer homeless veterans to whatever nearby agencies are available to help them. 

Once each month, VALOR hauls a trailer full of food, clothes and other items to distribute to 

homeless veterans at Dansbury Park in East Stroudsburg or the Lehigh Valley area. Veterans also 

get haircuts to help them look more presentable for job interviews. 

VALOR took ownership of the former Hotel Jonas, at Jonas Road and Route 534 in Polk 

Township, which had gone into bankruptcy and closed last year. Polk Township supervisors 

Wednesday approved VALOR's project to convert the building into the Major Paul Syverson 

Veterans Sanctuary, named after a decorated Army officer from Illinois who was killed in action 

in Iraq in 2004. 

"Paul's House," as Baylis and others call it, will be a 90-day transitional home for up to 13 

veterans. It gives vets a temporary mailing address from which to apply for jobs and 

identification, and also offers veterans life skills and counseling to help get them jobs and 

permanent housing. 

"The community has been great in donating time and labor to help with the renovations," said 

Baylis, adding that VALOR has monthly peer counseling for homeless veterans at the American 

Legion Post in Gilbert. 

"We're looking forward to getting these folks off the streets and helping them get back on their 

feet." 
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