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Andrew Jackson was the seventh President of the United States from 1829 to 1837, 
seeking to act as the direct representative of the common man. 



 
Member of Harmony Lodge 7th No.1 
Nashville, Tennessee 
 
More nearly than any of his predecessors, 
Andrew Jackson was elected by popular vote; 
as President he sought to act as the direct 
representative of the common man. 

Early life and education 

Jackson was born on March 15, 1767. His 
parents were Scots-Irish colonists Andrew and 
Elizabeth Hutchinson 

Jackson, Presbyterians who had emigrated from Ireland two years earlier. Jackson's father 
was born in Carrick Fergus, County Antrim, in current-day Northern Ireland, around 
1738. Jackson's parents lived in the village of Boney, also in County Antrim. 

When they immigrated to America in 1765, Jackson's parents probably landed in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. They would have traveled overland down through the 
Appalachian Mountains to the Scots-Irish community in the Waxhaw’s region, straddling 
the border between North and South Carolina. They brought two children from Ireland, 
Hugh (born 1763) and Robert (born 1764). 

Jackson's father died in an accident in February 1767, at the age of 29, three weeks before 
his son Andrew was born in the Waxhaw’s area. His exact birth site is unclear because he 
was born about the time his mother was making a difficult trip home from burying 
Jackson's father. The area was so remote that the border between North and South 
Carolina had not been officially surveyed.  

In 1824, Jackson wrote a letter saying that he was born at an uncle's plantation 
in Lancaster County, South Carolina. But he may have claimed to be a South Carolinian 
because the state was considering nullification of the Tariff of 1824, which Jackson 
opposed. In the mid-1850s, second-hand evidence indicated that he might have been born 
at a different uncle's home in North Carolina.  

Jackson received a sporadic education in the local "old-field" school. In 1781, he worked 
for a time in a saddle-maker's shop. Later, he taught school and studied law in Salisbury, 
North Carolina. In 1787, he was admitted to the bar, and moved to Jonesborough, in what 
was then the Western District of North Carolina. This area later became the Southwest 
Territory (1790), the precursor to the state of Tennessee. 
 



Jackson prospered sufficiently to buy slaves and to build a mansion, the Hermitage, 
near Nashville. He was the first man elected from Tennessee to the House of 
Representatives, and he served briefly in the Senate. A major general in the War of 
1812, Jackson became a national hero when he defeated the British at New Orleans. 

 

In 1824 some state political factions rallied around Jackson; by 1828 enough had joined 
"Old Hickory" to win numerous state elections and control of the Federal 
administration in Washington. 

In his first Annual Message to Congress, Jackson recommended eliminating the 
Electoral College. He also tried to democratize Federal office holding. Already state 
machines were being built on patronage, and a New York Senator openly proclaimed, 
"that to the victors belong the spoils. . . . " 

Jackson took a milder view. Decrying officeholders who seemed to enjoy life tenure, he 
believed Government duties could be "so plain and simple" that offices should rotate 
among deserving applicants. 

 

 



Election of 1824 

The Tennessee legislature nominated Jackson for President in 1822. It also elected him 
U.S. Senator again. By 1824, the Democratic-Republican Party had become the only 
functioning national party. An informal Congressional nominating caucus had chosen its 
presidential candidates, but this had become unpopular. In 1824, most of the Democratic-
Republicans in Congress boycotted the caucus. Those who attended backed Treasury 
Secretary William H. Crawford for President and Albert Gallatin for Vice President. A 
Pennsylvania convention nominated Jackson for President a month later, stating that the 
irregular caucus ignored the "voice of the people" and was a "vain hope that the 
American people might be thus deceived into a belief that he [Crawford] was the regular 
democratic candidate".[33] Gallatin criticized Jackson as "an honest man and the idol of 
the worshipers of military glory, but from incapacity, military habits, and habitual 
disregard of laws and constitutional provisions, altogether unfit for the office". 

Besides Jackson and Crawford, the Secretary of State John Quincy Adams and House 
Speaker Henry Clay were also candidates. Jackson received the most popular votes (but 
not a majority, and four states had no popular ballot). The electoral votes were split four 
ways, with Jackson having a plurality. Because no candidate received a majority, the 
election was decided by the House of Representatives, which chose Adams. Jackson 
supporters denounced this result as a "corrupt bargain" because Clay gave his state's 
support to Adams, who subsequently appointed Clay as Secretary of State. As none of 
Kentucky's electors had initially voted for Adams, and Jackson had won the popular vote, 
some Kentucky politicians criticized Clay for violating the will of the people in return for 
personal political favors. Jackson's defeat burnished his political credentials, however; 
many voters believed the "man of the people" had been robbed by the "corrupt aristocrats 
of the East". 

 

Election of 1828 

Jackson denounced the "corrupt bargain" that put Adams in the White House and laid 
plans for a crusade to oust Adams from office.[35] After resigning the Senate in October 
1825, he continued his quest for the Presidency. The Tennessee legislature again 
nominated Jackson for President. He attracted Vice President John C. Calhoun, Martin 
Van Buren, and Thomas Ritchie into his camp (Van Buren and Ritchie were previous 
supporters of Crawford). Van Buren, with help from his friends 
in Philadelphia and Richmond, revived the old Republican Party, gave it a new name as 
the Democratic Party, "restored party rivalries", and forged a national organization of 
durability. The Jackson coalition handily defeated Adams in 1828. 



During the election, Jackson's opponents referred to him as a "jackass". Jackson liked the 
name and used the jackass as a symbol for a while, but it died out. However, it later 
became the symbol for the Democratic Party when cartoonist Thomas Nast popularized 
it. 

The campaign was very much a personal one. As was the custom at the time, neither 
candidate personally campaigned, but their political followers organized many campaign 
events. Both candidates were rhetorically attacked in the press, which reached a low point 
when the press accused Jackson's wife Rachel of bigamy. Though the accusation was 
true, as were most personal attacks leveled against him during the campaign, it was based 
on events that occurred many years prior (1791 to 1794). Jackson said he would forgive 
those who insulted him, but he would never forgive the ones who attacked his wife. 
Rachel died suddenly on December 22, 1828, before his inauguration, and was buried on 
Christmas Eve. He blamed the Adams campaigners for her death. "May God Almighty 
forgive her murderers," he swore at her funeral. "I never can." Jackson also came under 
heavy attack as a slave trader who bought and sold slaves and moved them about in 
defiance of modern standards or morality. (He was not attacked for merely owning slaves 
used in plantation work.) 

Presidency 1829–1837 

Jackson's name has been associated with the spread of democracy in terms of the passing 
of political power from established elites to ordinary voters based in political parties. 
"The Age of Jackson" shaped the national agenda and American politics.  Jackson's 
philosophy as President followed much in the same line as Thomas Jefferson, advocating 
Republican values held by the Revolutionary War generation.   Jackson's presidency held 
a high moralistic tone; having as a planter himself agrarian sympathies, a limited view of 
states rights and the federal government.  Jackson feared that monies and business 
interests would corrupt republican values. When South Carolina opposed the tariff law he 
took a strong line in favor of nationalism and against secession. 

On March 4, 1829, Andrew Jackson became the first United States president-elect to take 
the oath of office on the East Portico of the U.S. Capitol. 

Jackson was the first President to invite the public to attend the White House ball 
honoring his first inauguration. Many poor people came to the inaugural ball in their 
homemade clothes. The crowd became so large that Jackson's guards could not keep 
them out of the White House, which became so crowded with people that dishes and 
decorative pieces inside were eventually broken. Some people stood on good chairs in 
muddied boots just to get a look at the President. The crowd had become so wild that the 



attendants poured punch in tubs and put it on the White House lawn to lure people 
outside. Jackson's raucous populism earned him the nickname "King Mob". 

Jackson believed that the president's authority was derived from the people and the 
presidential office was above party politics. Instead of choosing party favorites, Jackson 
chose "plain, businessmen" whom he intended to control. Jackson chose Martin Van 
Buren as Secretary of State, John Eaton Secretary of War, Samuel Ingham Secretary of 
Treasury, John Branch Secretary of Navy, John Berrien as Attorney General, 
and William T. Barry as postmaster general.  Jackson's first choice of Cabinet proved to 
be unsuccessful, full of bitter partisanship and gossip, especially between Eaton, Vice 
President John C. Calhoun, and Van Buren.  By the spring of 1831, only Barry remained, 
while the rest of Jackson's cabinet had been discharged. Jackson's following cabinet 
selections worked better together. 
As national politics polarized around Jackson and his opposition, two parties grew out 
of the old Republican Party--the Democratic Republicans, or Democrats, adhering to 
Jackson; and the National Republicans, or Whigs, opposing him. 

Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, and other Whig leaders proclaimed themselves defenders 
of popular liberties against the usurpation of Jackson. Hostile cartoonists portrayed him 
as King Andrew I. 

Behind their accusations lay the fact that Jackson, unlike previous Presidents, did not 
defer to Congress in policy-making but used his power of the veto and his party 
leadership to assume command. 

The greatest party battle centered around the Second Bank of the United States, a 
private corporation but virtually a Government-sponsored monopoly. When Jackson 
appeared hostile toward it, the Bank threw its power against him. 

Clay and Webster, who had acted as attorneys for the Bank, led the fight for its re-
charter in Congress. "The bank," Jackson told Martin Van Buren, "is trying to kill me, 
but I will kill it!" Jackson, in vetoing the re-charter bill, charged the Bank with undue 
economic privilege. 

His views won approval from the American electorate; in 1832 he polled more than 56 
percent of the popular vote and almost five times as many electoral votes as Clay. 

Jackson met head-on the challenge of John C. Calhoun, leader of forces trying to rid 
themselves of a high protective tariff. 

When South Carolina undertook to nullify the tariff, Jackson ordered armed forces to 
Charleston and privately threatened to hang Calhoun. Violence seemed imminent until 



Clay negotiated a compromise: tariffs were lowered and South Carolina dropped 
nullification. 

In January of 1832, while the President was dining with friends at the White House, 
someone whispered to him that the Senate had rejected the nomination of Martin Van 
Buren as Minister to England. Jackson jumped to his feet and exclaimed, "By the 
Eternal! I'll smash them!" So he did. His favorite, Van Buren, became Vice President, 
and succeeded to the Presidency when "Old Hickory" retired to the Hermitage, where 
he died in June 1845. 
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